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2020 Was a Bad Year – Review of Homicide and
Gun-Violence Data from Selected Major US Cities
Giovanni Pisapia

Giovanni Pisapia obtained a degree in political science with a thesis on violent crime in
South Africa and a Ph.D. in criminology with a thesis on risk assessment – management of
critical infrastructure facilities, both from the Catholic University of Milan. As Consultant
for the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), he was
responsible for training and advance education on crime prevention and administration of
justice for law enforcement personnel and subject matter experts. As Security Manager for
various local organizing committees (LOCs), in cooperation and coordination with local,
national and international law enforcement agencies, he planned, managed and evaluated
the implementation of safety and security operations for major sport events – 2006 Winter
Olympic/Paralympic Games in Turin (Italy), the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow
(Scotland, UK), and the 2015 European Games in Baku (Azerbaijan) – where he specialized
in the implementation of security measures for transport systems and traffic management. As
Project Manager for the Johannesburg Metropolitan Police Department (JMPD), he was responsible for Johannesburg’s public safety plan for the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa. In
addition, he designed, conceptualized and implemented crime prevention projects related to
situational crime prevention, crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED), and
social crime prevention approaches. He advised on the implementation of crime and violence
reduction policing strategies, including community policing, problem-oriented policing and
hot-spots policing through the use of geographic information system (GIS) technology. He
recently conducted a security review of major sport events for the Tokyo Municipal Government in preparation for their 2020 Olympic/Paralympic Games and coordinated the stadium
operations for the 2016 UEFA Champions Final in Milan (Italy). Currently, he is serving for
a police department in North Carolina, USA, as Crime Analyst, focusing on administrative,
strategic and tactical crime analysis and crime mapping.

Abstract
L’obiettivo di questo articolo è quello di comprendere il recente aumento di omicidi registrato
nei primi mesi del 2020 in diverse grandi città statunitensi, fornendo un quadro delle tendenze
del crimine in quattro città: Atlanta (GA), Chicago (IL), New York City (NY) e Philadelphia
(PA). Questo scritto non approfondisce l’identificazione di soluzioni efficaci e appropriate riferibili all’aumento di crimine violento. Invece, cerca di illustrare l’attuale aumento degli omicidi attraverso un’analisi quantitativa dei dati ufficiali sulla criminalità, che include le attività
delle forze dell’ordine statunitensi a livello locale e le caratteristiche delle vittime e degli autori
dei reati. L’articolo si basa su dati, messi a disposizione del pubblico attraverso i rispettivi siti
web istituzionali, da ciascuno dei quattro dipartimenti di polizia summenzionati. L’articolo si
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sofferma inoltre sulle possibili cause del riportato aumento di omicidi e crimini violenti riconducibili all’uso di armi da fuoco.
This article has been drafted with the aim of better understanding the recent spike in homicides recorded in the first six months of 2020 in several major US cities. The objective is to
build knowledge and provide a picture of the change in crime trends in four analyzed cities:
Atlanta (GA), Chicago (IL), New York City (NY) and Philadelphia (PA).
This article will not delve into the identification of effective and appropriate solutions to violence, grounded in criminological best practices. Instead, it tries to provide a picture of the
recent spike in homicides through an analysis of official crime data, which includes police
activity and victim/offender demographics. The article is based on public data, published by
each of the four local police departments, made available through their web sites.
The analysis tries to discern the extent, and the possible causes, of the impact of COVID-19
related-lockdowns and protests against police on recorded crimes in these four cities.

Keywords
Crime trend; homicide USA; Gun-Violence

1. Introduction
Some major US cities have recorded staggering increases in homicides in
the first months of 2020, compared with the same period in 2019. As illustrated in Table 1, some increases range from 25% (Philadelphia) to 85% (Minneapolis). This trend is bringing to light a public safety crisis correlated with an
increase in gang-related recorded violent crimes and an apparent reduction
of proactive-policing on the ground. These are not caused but aggravated
by the social and economic consequences of COVID-19 lockdowns and the
simultaneous surge of public protests against police brutality in the US in
response to widely publicized deadly encounters between police officers and
African-American youth. This public safety crisis requires further study and
disaggregated data analysis to understand it thoroughly if we want to identify
the best avenues to diminish gun violent crime in urban areas.

2. 2019/2020 Homicide Spike in US Major Cities
Several major US cities have recorded a spike in homicides during the
first months of 2020, compared with the same period in 2019. According
to local law enforcement department statistical data detailed in Table 1, a
sharp increase of murders has been recorded in Philadelphia (PA) (+26%,
65 more homicides than the same timeframe last year) (Philadelphia Police
Department, n.d.), New York City (NY) (+29%, 51 more incidents) (New
York Police Department, n.d.), Memphis (TN) (+50%, with 159 homicides
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in 2020) (Gurman, 2020), Chicago (IL) (+ 52%, 149 more homicides) and
Minneapolis (MN) (+86%, 18 more murders) (Minneapolis Police Department, n.d.). This is not an exhaustive list of homicide numbers in US cities,
as some cities have not recorded such staggering increases. However, it points
to a disturbing trend that has come to light in the last few months to the US
Justice Department (Ailworth and Gurman, 2020).
Table 1 - Homicide Data – Selected Major Cities USA – Data retrieved from Local
Police Departments1
Police Department Start Date End Date 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Philadelphia(PA)
New York City (NY)
San Antonio (TX)
Chicago (IL)
Greensboro (NC)
Fort Worth (TX)
Austin (TX)
Minneapolis (MN)

1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020
1/1/2020

8/3/2020
7/26/2020
6/30/2020
7/27/2020
7/26/2020
3/31/2020
6/30/2020
7/31/2020

257
227
71
433
32
25
23
39

192
176
53
284
21
16
14
21

180
N/A
58
N/A
N/A
17
N/A
20

192
N/A
61
N/A
N/A
22
N/A
24

165
N/A
69
N/A
N/A
13
N/A
19

154
N/A
51
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
29

Year to Date %
Change 2020/ 2019
26%
29%
33%
52%
52%
56%
64%
86%

To highlight the seriousness of the situation, in New York City, the number
of murders recorded in the first months of 2020 was 227 (as of 07/26/2020),
while the total number of homicides recorded in all of 2018 was 295 (New
York Police Department, n.d.).
The increase has not only touched major US metropolises. Other cities
have experienced surges in homicides. Fort Worth (TX) (Fort Worth Police
Department, 2020) and Greensboro (NC) (Greensboro Police Department,
2020) have both recorded an increase of approximately 50% in homicides between the first months of 2020 and 2019. A similar situation has been recorded in Austin (TX) (+64%) (Austin Police Department, 2020). In Greensboro
(NC) in 2020 (as of 07/26/2020) 32 homicides were recorded, almost as many
as the total incidents recorded in 2018 (34).
However, some cities have not recorded similar increases during this reviewed period. The difference in homicides and gun crimes between cities
needs to be further analyzed to understand the causes. This article focuses
on data exclusively from four major US cities2: Atlanta (GA), Chicago (IL),
New York City (NY) and Philadelphia (PA). The aim is to identify a common
1

Sources: US local law enforcement data sources. Please refer to reference section for details.
Each Police Department, through their websites, provides different data sets, with different
types of information. For example, some departments provide data on shooting victims, others
on police recorded incidents, and others on victim and offender demographics. Such data
2
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trend of homicide and gun violence in the first months of 2020 and to point
out possible causes.
3.

General Context: Long-Term Homicide Trend in the US

The total number of homicides in the US has been declining in the past
years. As illustrated in Chart 1, homicide numbers have been waning since
the early 90’s, with the lowest number of homicides in years recorded in 2014,
when 14,610 murders were documented (Smith E.L. and Cooper A., 2013).
Homicide numbers increased in 2015 and 2016 (Puzzanchera, C., Chamberlin, G., and Kang, W., 2018), with subsequent decreases in the following
years, 2017 and 2018. FBI UCR 2019 preliminary data show a reduction of
-3.9 for homicides throughout the US in the first months of the year in comparison to the same period in 2018 (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.).
Chart 1 - Homicides in the US, 1960 to 2018

As illustrated in Chart 2, the homicide rate reached its lowest point in
2014, with 4.4 murders per 100,000 of the population. In 2018, the rate recorded 5 per 100,000 of the population, with 16,214 homicides total. Homicide data tells us that, for the incidents were supplemental information is
available, most of the victims (77.3%) were males, as were 87.7% of the offenders. More than 72 percent of the homicides, for which the FBI received
weapons data in 2018, involved the use of a firearm. Handguns comprised
64.3 percent of the firearms used in murder and non-negligent manslaughter
incidents in 2018. When circumstance data was available, 39.4% of victims
were murdered during arguments. Felony-type murders (i.e., murders that
occurred in conjunction with the commission of another felony crime such
therefore is not uniform and needs to be analyzed independently to provide a common thread
to describe the crime situation at the local level.
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as rape, robbery, burglary, etc.) accounted for 24.5% of homicides for which
circumstances were known (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.).
Chart 2 - Number and Rate of Homicides in the US, 1999 to 2018

In this context, it is relevant to analyze the recent increase in homicides
in Atlanta (GA), Chicago (IL), New York City (NY) and Philadelphia (PA).
The following analysis of crime at local level3 by no means pretends to provide a thorough and generalized picture of crimes in US cities, as more data
and analysis would be needed for the latter task. However, this brief review
of official crime data is telling us something about the impact of COVID-19
lockdowns and the concurrent protests against police brutality following the
death of Mr. George Floyd on May 25th.

4. The Increase of Homicides in the First Months of 2020 in
Four US Cities
Homicides increased considerably in some US cities in the first months of
2020. As per Chart 3, the murder increase in Philadelphia is significant if we
compare 2020 with 2014 (+70%). Homicide numbers have been increasing

3

Publicly available data varies. Some local police departments make available only incidents
number divided by the UCR Index Crimes (Part 1 property and violent crimes), others also
include arrests, calls for service and numbers of shootings (which groups different types of incidents). Furthermore, the way incidents are calculated differ among departments. For example,
with regards to homicides, some provide incidents numbers while others victim numbers. This
makes it difficult to operationalize a comparison (FBI, 2012). However, such diverse data
provides us with a picture about the evolving nature of violent crime in some US metropolitan
areas.
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since 2015, and spiked at the end of the second quarter of 2020 (Philadelphia
Police Department, n.d.).
Chart 3 - Homicide Incidents, Philadelphia (PA), Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

From Chart 4, it can be discerned that in Philadelphia, homicide numbers in 2020 were higher, but still within range, if compared with previous
years, until May 2020. From June 2020, the incidents increased substantially
(June, July and August).
Chart 4 - Homicide Incidents, Philadelphia (PA), Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

Chart 5 illustrates the increase in the homicide rate was also significant in
Chicago during the first months of 2020 (January to July), if compared with
the same period in previous years (+100% increase between January to July
in 2020 and 2014) (Chicago Data Portal, n.d.).
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Chart 5 - Homicide Incidents, Chicago (IL), Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

The trend in Chicago is similar to the one illustrated in Philadelphia:
murder incidents in 2020 were higher but still within range with previous
years until May. In June and July, murders were significantly higher (Chart
6).
Chart 6 - Homicide Incidents, Chicago (IL), Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

A similar trend is noted in Atlanta, Chart 7, where incidents in the first
months of 2020 increased substantially if compared with the same period
in previous years. Again, the increase is clearly evident from June onwards
(Chart 8) (Atlanta Police Department, n.d.).
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Chart 7 - Homicide Incidents, Atlanta (GA), Jan 2014 to Jul 2020

Chart 8 - Homicide Incidents, Atlanta (GA), Jan to Jul, 2019 and 2020

If homicide rates between January and July4 in Chicago, Philadelphia and
Atlanta are analyzed (Chart 9), the first months of 2020 recorded the highest
rates since 2014. If this trend persists, 2020 could be the year with the highest
homicide rates recorded since 2014 throughout various US cities.

4

This homicide rate refers only to the sum of incidents from January to July (included). This
rate is lower than the annual homicide rate, going from January to December. January to July
rate was used to provide a comparison between 2020 with previous years.
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Chart 9 - Homicide Rate per 100.000 Population, Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

Data from New York Police Department (NYPD) also shows an increase
of +35.6% in homicides, year to date, between 2019 and 2020 (New York
Police Department (NYPD). (n.d. - 1).

5. Correlation between the surge of Homicides, COVID-19
Lockdown and Protests Against Police in Selected US Cities
Since 2014, when the lowest number of homicides were recorded nationally since the 1990’s, murders have been slowly climbing. However, the
increase in certain cities during the end of the second quarter of 2020 was
sudden and the level remained high throughout the subsequent period. Two
factors are evidently correlated to this rapid increase: the social and economic
consequences of COVID-19 lockdowns and the protests against police brutality, which sometime escalated into violent confrontation, after the death in
police custody of Mr. George Floyd on 25th May 2020 in Minneapolis (MN).
Chart 10 details the weekly number5 of homicides in Chicago. A spike in
homicides occurred while the COVID-10 lockdown was in place (Chicago
lockdown began on March 21st) and protests against police started (Petrella,
St. Clair, Johnson and Pratt, 2020). The increase in homicides at the end of
May 2020 was evident not only in comparison to the previous weeks, but also
when compared to the same timeframe last year. The numbers remained persistently high for the next weeks, inferring that the increase was not a sporadic
episode but a substantial shift in violent crime (Chicago Data Portal, n.d.).
5

The weekly charts take into account that 2019 and 2020 do not have the exact week days
because February 2019 had 28 days and February 2020 had 29 days. The one-day gap from
March onwards (2/26/2020 - 3/3/2020 and 2/26/2019 - 3/4/2019) does not invalidate the trend
analysis.
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Chart 10 - Homicide Incidents, Chicago (IL), Jan - Aug, 2019 and 2020

As crime is seasonal, violent incidents in warmer months usually increase
(Block, 1984). However, the increase detected at the end of the second quarter of 2020 was higher than during the same period last year, inferring that
the simultaneous COVID-19 lockdown and the protests against police are
correlated with the surge of violence that was already building up during the
previous years.
Graph 11 shows the weekly percentage change compared with last year.
While the increase in homicides in Chicago occurred throughout 2020, the
surge took place at the end of May. Homicides were down in March 2020
when compared to 2019, signaling that the COVID-19 lockdown, which
started on 21stt March in Chicago, had an initial diminishing effect on homicide numbers in the city. However, murders started to climb suddenly after
the start of the protests against police (May 25th) and remained persistently
high afterwards.
Chart 11 - Homicide Incidents, Percentage Change Compared Previous Year,
Chicago (IL) Jan to Aug, 2019 and 2020”
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The same trend can be evinced from data detailing homicide trends in
Philadelphia, Chart 12. While no definitive trend can be showed with the
start of the lockdown (23rd March), it is discernable that there was a sudden
increase in homicides with the start of protests against police when compared
with last year’s data (Philadelphia Police Department, n.d.).
Chart 12 - Homicide Incidents, Philadelphia (PA), Jan 2009 to Aug 2020

6. The Rise of Gun-Related Crimes
Gun-related violent crimes increased in the analyzed cities during the
first months of 2020. As per Chart 13, there was a sudden increase of reported shootings in New York City. The peak was recorded in June, with 258
incidents. This was the highest number since 2014 (New York Police Department, n.d. - 2).
Chart 13 - Shooting Incidents, New York City (NY), Jan 2014 to Jun 2020
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If we analyze the weekly data (Chart 14), shootings trends in NYC between 2019 and 2020 were similar until the end of April. From May, incidents in 2020 started to climb, with a sudden and sustained increase in June,
when in addition to the lockdown (which started on the 22nd March), protests
against police erupted in the city.
Chart 14 - Shooting Incidents, New York City (NY), Jan - Jun, 2019 and 2020

A similar pattern is also discernable in Philadelphia, where aggregated
assaults with firearms increased exponentially in the second quarter of 2020
(Chart 15). The total aggravated assaults with firearms in August 2020 was
476, the highest number ever recorded since 2006, with more than a 40%
increase from the second highest recorded number (July 2006, 328 incidents)
(Philadelphia Police Department, n.d.).
Chart 15 - Aggravated Assaults with Firearm Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan 2006 to Aug 2020

Chart 16 illustrates the trend in the first months of 2020 in comparison
with the same period during other years in Philadelphia. The increase of inci-
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dents recorded in 2020 initiated in March and then continued, with a sudden
upsurge in August 2020.
Chart 16 - Aggravated Assaults with Firearm Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan - Jul, 2014 to 2020

The weekly trend (Chart 17) illustrates that 2020 incidents started slowly
to increase, if compared with last year, in March. However, the sudden increase occurred at the end of May, during the start and most robust protests
against police brutality, which took place while COVID-19 lockdown was
still in place. The increase sustained in the next weeks, reaching a second
peak in August 2020. The level, once the peak was reached, remained higher
than in the previous year.
Chart 17 - Aggravated Assaults with Firearm Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan to Jul, 2014 to 2020

Shooting victims in Philadelphia (Chart 18) show a noticeable increase
during the initial protests against police, with 83 victims during the weeks
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from 5/28 - 6/3/2020. The level of victims continued to remain high afterward, with numbers above incidents recorded in 2019.
Chart 18 - Shooting Victims, Philadelphia (PA), Jan - Aug, 2009 and 2020

7. Shootings Demographic Data
New York City Police Department (NYPD) provides demographic data
related to victims and offenders of shooting incidents. This data is important
to understand the characteristics of the people most affected by this violent
crime. Chart 19 illustrates the gender of shooting victims in 2019 and 2020,
Chart 20 the age group, and Chart 21 the victims race. Young black males
are more susceptible of becoming a victim of gun violence. Offender demographic data follows similar trends (New York Police Department, n.d. - 2).
Chart 19 - Shootings Incidents, NYC (NY), Victims Gender, 2019 and 2020
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Chart 20 - Shootings Incidents, NYC (NY), Victims Age, 2019 and 2020

Chart 21 - Shootings Incidents, NYC (NY), Victims Race, 2019 and 2020

8. Other Violent Crime Categories
Having ascertained the increase in homicide and gun-related crimes, what
is the trend of other violent crimes in the selected cities? Chart 22 shows the
trend of aggravated assaults without a firearm in Philadelphia. It is evident
that there was no significant increase during the first months of 2020 (Philadelphia Police Department, n.d.).
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Chart 22 - Aggravated Assault – No Firearm – Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan - Jul, 2014 to 2020

Chart 23 depicts robbery incidents in Philadelphia in the first months of
2020. It seems that this type of incident decreased substantially during the
lockdown period. Even more interesting is the fact that robberies in the first
months of 2020 decreased while gun-related crimes and homicides increased
(Chart 12).
Chart 23 - Robberies, Philadelphia (PA), Jan - Jul, 2009 and 2020

9. Property Crimes
No increase occurred in the total Part 1 Property Crimes, which include
burglary, motor vehicle theft, larceny-theft, and arson (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2012), in Philadelphia in the first months of 2020 in comparison
with the previous year (Chart 24) (Philadelphia Police Department, n.d.).
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Chart 24 - Part 1 Property Crimes, Philadelphia (PA), Jan - Jul, 2014 to 2020

However, if we analyze only motor vehicle thefts (Chart 25), there is an
increase since May 2020 in Philadelphia, if compared with the same timeframe last year.
Chart 25 - Motor Vehicle Thefts, Philadelphia (PA), Jan - Jul, 2014 to 2020

The effect of the protests against police brutality are illustrated in the following charts (26 and 27), depicting burglaries respectively in Atlanta (Atlanta Police Department, n.d.) and Chicago (Chicago Data Portal, n.d.).
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Chart 26 - Burglary Incidents, Atlanta (GA), Jan - Aug, 2019 to 2020

During the first weeks of protests, many businesses were burglarized in
some major US cities. This spike subsided soon after, and burglary levels
returned to last year’s average. Analyzing the data from Chicago, the spike
in burglaries is discernible when protests against police erupted in the city.
The level returned to par with last year’s trend. The same cannot be said with
regards to homicide trend, which remained persistently high after it reached
its peak during the protests against police (Chart 10).
Chart 27 - Burglary Incidents, Chicago (IL), Jan to Aug, 2019 to 2020

While homicide and gun violence increased consistently during the end
of the second and the beginning of the third quarter of 2020, other types of
both violent and property crimes did not, with the exception of motor vehicle
theft. Burglaries recorded a spike during the initial protests against police
brutality, but then subsided and return to levels in line with last year.
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10. Crimes Heavily Dependent on Police Action for Detection
It is of interest to analyze three types of crimes described as being heavily
dependent on police action for detection: driving while impaired, drug-related crimes and weapon-related incidents (e.g. possession of a firearm by
a felon) (South African Police Service, 2009). These are three of the few
indicators of the extent of police activity. While such data is not definitive, increases for example in firearms seizures can be a measure of police pro-active
attempts to reduce violent crime.
Chart 28 illustrates weekly driving while impaired incidents in New York
City between January to June (New York Police Department, n.d. - 2). When
the COVID-19 lockdown started on March 22nd (Governor New York State,
2020), the numbers declined as mobility diminished (Abrams, 2020) and
non-essential businesses (e.g. bars, restaurants) closed down. It seems the
number of incidents picked up again at the end of May, and then subsequently diminished after protests against police started. Trend remained low
throughout the end of June 2020.
Chart 28 - Driving While Impaired (DWI) Incidents, New York City (NY),
Jan 1st to Jun 30th, 2019 and 2020

A similar trend can be seen for Philadelphia (Chart 29), where driving
while impaired greatly diminished after the start of the lockdown in March
(Chart 29). The incidents started to increase again in May, before another
reduction occurred when protests against police erupted. Incidents started
to climb again in the end of July, on par with last year’s trend (Philadelphia
Police Department, n.d.).
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Chart 29 - Driving While Impaired (DWI) Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan 1st to Sep 9th, 2019 and 2020

A similar trend can be seen analyzing dangerous-drug incidents in New
York City in the first months of 2020. The first reduction occurred when the
stay-at-home order was declared and mobility reduced considerably throughout the city. A second reduction, even more significant, occurred after protests against police started at the end of May (Chart 30). Drug-related incident numbers diminished from the end of May, recording low numbers at the
end of June 2020.
Chart 30 - Dangerous Drug Incidents, New York City (NY),
Jan 1st to Jun 30th, 2019 and 2020

An identical trend can be detected in Philadelphia, with two significant
reductions: the first after the start of the lockdown and the second after the
beginning of the protests against police.
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Chart 31 - Drug Law Violation Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan 1st to Sep 9th, 2019 and 2020

Dangerous weapon incidents in NYC (Chart 32) follow a similar pattern:
significant decreases occurred after the start of the COVID-19 lockdown and
with the initial phase of the protests against police, recording lower offenses
at the end of June 2020, if compared with last year.
Chart 32 - Dangerous Weapon Incidents, New York City (NY),
Jan 1st to Jun 30th, 2019 and 2020

In Philadelphia, a similar patter can be seen with regards to the reduction of weapon violations after the start of COVID-19 lockdown and after
the beginning of the protests against police (Graph 33). However, incidents
increased again at the end of August and in September 2020, signaling an
increase of pro-active policing in the city.
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Chart 33 - Weapon Violation Incidents, Philadelphia (PA),
Jan 1st to Sep 16th, 2019 and 2020

If we display together dangerous weapon and shooting incidents in NYC
from January to June 2020 (Chart 34), it seems the two variables are inversely
proportional – while dangerous weapon violations decreased after the start of
protests against police, shootings increased.
Chart 34 - Dangerous Weapon and Shooting Incidents, New York City (NY),
Jan - Jun 2020

Dangerous weapons category includes weapon possession by a felon, discharging firearm, illegally buying/receiving a weapon, illegally buying/distributing a weapon and illegally transporting a weapon. Detecting these offenses requires proactive policing (e.g. traffic stops, suspicious vehicle/person
searches) in hot-spot violent neighborhood, plagued with drive-by shootings.
From the analysis above, there seems to be a correlation between the start
of protests against police, the reduction of pro-active policing and the surge of
gun-violent crimes. In particular, it seems that pro-active policing and gun-violence are inversely proportional.
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11. Possible Causes to the Surge of Gun-Violence
The increase in shootings, illustrated in this analysis, can be traced to a
surge of gang-related violence in deprived urban areas. This trend, already a
long-term problem in certain locations, has accelerated because of the negative socio-economic consequences of the lockdown measures, in particular
on youth living in disadvantaged neighborhoods (Southall and Gold, 2020).
The current lockdown measures have inadvertently created a gap in the
life of many inner-cities’ youth. Social institutions that used to keep city
communities safe and allow youth to socialize in non-harmful ways such
as schools, churches, sport activities and recreation centers, have all closed
down since March. Lockdown has also created an economic recession that
has negatively impacted youth and lower-income earners (Morath, E. and
Dougherty, D. 2020).
In this context, gang-related violence has increased, including drive-by
shootings and discharges of firearms in occupied vehicles/dwelling. These
are highly dangerous incidents that have nefarious consequences to the people living in some lower-income inner city communities. For example, NYC
Queens has recorded an increase of nearly 60% shootings between the first
6 months of 2020 and the same timeframe in 2019 (City of New York Police
Department, n.d. - 2). From 7 p.m. Friday, May 29, through 5 a.m. Monday,
June 1, 25 people were killed in Chicago, with another 85 wounded by gunfire (Schuba, T., Charles, S. and Hendrickson M. 2020).
The already dire social-economic situation and the surge of gang-related
gun violence, in particular among juveniles, during the COVID-19 lockdowns, were aggravated by the occasionally violent protests against police,
which exposed a long-term trend in low legitimacy and trust among minorities of law enforcement personnel. While the economic recession and the
firearm-violence wreaked havoc on some inner city areas, the increased tension with policing in minority communities worsened a trend of reduction
in proactive policing by local law enforcement agencies, (Mac Donald, H.
2016). This is illustrated by the reduction of crimes heavily dependent on
police action for detection, such as weapon-related offenses: data from NYPD
(Chart 34) show that, right when murders, linked to gun-violence, increased
in the first six months of 2020, arrests for weapon-related charges decreased
(City of New York Police Department, n.d. - 2).
Already some researchers pointed out, in 2015, the reduction in arrests
while homicides increased in some major US cities. The partial explanation
was deemed to be the “Ferguson Effect” on crime rates, which links increases
in crime to reduction of pro-active policing and community-police tensions
in the aftermath of widely publicized deadly encounters between the police
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and African-Americans (Mac Donald, H. 2016). Furthermore, tension between communities and the police could result in decreased willingness to
contact them when a crime occurs or to cooperate with investigations to apprehend offenders (Rosenfeld R., 2016 and 2017).

12.Conclusions
The intent of this article is not to provide a general picture of violent
crime throughout US major cities. As each public safety situation is dependent on the idiosyncrasies of the social, political and economic context in each
urban area, grouping crime data from dissimilar metropolis might not allow
the discernment of common trends. Instead, this brief article illustrates a pattern detected in four selected cities - Atlanta (GA), Chicago (IL), New York
City (NY) and Philadelphia (PA): the increase of homicides and gun-violence
in the first months of 2020, in particular during the concurrent COVID-19
lockdown period (which started at the end of March) and the public protests
against police following the death while in police custody of Mr. George
Floyd on May 25th.
The data shows that this trend is not linked to an increase in other violent crimes: robberies and aggravated assaults without firearm decreased or
remained similar to last year. Property crimes generally decreased during the
analyzed months, with the exception of motor vehicle thefts.
The data also points to a reduction of pro-active policing, measured as the
number of recorded offenses for crimes heavily dependent on police action
for detection such as driving while impaired, drug-law violation and weapon-related incidents, after the start of the protests against police, which occurred while COVID-19 lockdown was still in place. Data is also suggesting
an inverse proportional correlation between pro-active police activities and
gun-violence (Chart 34).
Such data points to the likely reduction of pro-active enforcement, and its
negative consequences, after weeks of protests and criticism against police in
some urban areas (Southall and Gold, 2020). This is even more worrisome
in light with the recent calls to dismantle police’s gun violence units (Parks,
2020).
Additional analysis is needed to ascertain whether the recorded increases
at the mentioned four major cities are only temporary, spurred by the simultaneous but circumstantial contexts of COVID-19 lockdowns and protests
against police brutality, or instead if they are ushering the start of a long-term
trend characterized by an increased violence in poor, disadvantaged urban
areas.
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While other major cities have not recorded a similar pattern, in particular
with an increase in homicides or gun-violence, it is most likely that others did.
Further research is needed to understand which cities have recorded similar
trends, and why others have not followed analogous patterns.
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